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PDCEN Referral and Evaluation

The Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit
Registry (AHOBPR) consists of two parts: 1)
web-based self-assessment  questionnaire
(SAQ) and 2) optional in-person clinical exam.
Veterans are not required to enroll in VHA
health care to receive their evaluation.

In May 2019, Public Law 115-929 established
the Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of
Excellence (AHBPCE) to conduct clinical and
translational research, provide specialty
evaluations, develop and deliver educational
content and best practices related to airborne
hazards. As part of these efforts, the AHBPCE
established a network of VA physician
scientists, referred to as the Post Deployment
Cardiopulmonary Evaluation Network
(PDCEN) to conduct clinical evaluations
enabling the AHBPCE to expand the clinical
study of Veterans from the AHOBPR with
specific health concerns.

The PDCEN is currently composed
of VA physician scientists with
expertise in
occupational medicine. Over the
past year, our group has worked to
standardize a  ‘Core Clinical
Evaluation’ of unexplained dyspnea
across our sites.
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AHOBPR Clinical Exam

Veteran may contact an
Environmental Health
Coordinator at their local
VA to schedule a free
medical evaluation

.

In-person evaluation by a
VA provider complements
the SAQ and focuses on the
Veteran’s health conditions
and concerns
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PDCEN Screening

.. Airborne Hazards
and Open Burn

Pit Registry

.

Veteran completes SAQ
and requests in-person
exam
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Endorses shortness of
breath but able to perform
daily activities of living

:

Responds ‘Yes’ to
obstructive lung condition,
idiopathic pulmonary
fibrosis, constrictive
bronchiolitis, and/or other
lung disease/condition
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Chart review to evaluate
workup to date and
confirm appropriateness
for PDCEN evaluation

CORE CLINICAL EVALUATION
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PDCEN Site Coordinator contacts Veteran in their respective geographic areas to
describe the program, confirm interest and schedule the in-person evaluation

. Veteran is evaluated by pulmonologist (Site Directors)
‘m and associated VA clinicians at each PDCEN site

Standardized and internally developed questionnaires
to assess symptoms, health and behavioral
characteristics are obtained electronically along with
deployment locations and exposure (VA CSP #595).

Complete pulmonary function testing, forced
oscillometry, methacholine challenge and
cardiopulmonary exercise testing are performed on
multiple days during evaluation.
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Paired inspiratory/expiratory high-resolution CT scans
-. of the chest are obtained and quantitatively analyzed

via PDCEN Imaging Core {PDIC)

‘\@ Echocardiography, polysomnography, upper airway
w evaluation, mental health screening and laboratory

blood tests are also obtained during evaluation

In a final review with providers, the Veteran is informed about their condition(s),
whether condition(s) is deployment-related, and strategies to improve health
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